
CHECK 
OUT THE  
LATEST 
DEALS 
INSIDE

Thabazimbi • Northam • Moruleng • Setaria • Swartklip • Amandelbult | T: 014 777 1003 | F: 011 252 6669 | 59 Van Der Bijl Street, Thabazimbi
Thabazimbi: 072 482 6871 | 081 309 3876 •   ads2@platinumbushvelder.co.za | news@platinumbushvelder.co.za

31 JANUARY 2025

Join the Thabazimbi 
Blood Drive!

LIFE IN EVERY DROP! Blood donor John Selomolela 
donates blood under the expert care of Rustenburg 
SANBS donor care officer Karabo Kotsedi. Together, 
they are making a life-saving difference.

Thabazimbi – This Valentine’s season, 
the South African National Blood Service 

(SANBS) invites the community to give the 
most meaningful gift of all — the gift of life. On 

Wednesday, 5 February 2025, a blood drive will be 
held at the NG Church in 10th Avenue, Thabazimbi, 
from 14:00 to 18:00. The dedicated SANBS team will 
be traveling all the way from Rustenburg to make this 
life-saving initiative possible — thank you for your 
commitment!
“As we celebrate Valentine’s Day, it’s an opportunity 
to reflect on how we can extend our love beyond our 
immediate circles and make a difference in the lives 
of others,” says Rustenburg SANBS clinic supervisor 
Tshegofatso Mulwane. “I will be in Thabazimbi on 
Wednesday, and I encourage the community to come 
and donate. The process takes only a few minutes, 
and every donation can help save lives.”
First-time donor John Selomolela shared his 
experience: “I was nervous at first, but then I realised 
that I am doing this to save lives. I will definitely 
donate again to help those in need.”
This February, let’s go beyond flowers and chocolates 
— let’s spread kindness, hope, and life. Whether 
you’re a regular donor or considering it for the first 
time, your donation can change lives. Join the SANBS 
blood drive and be a hero in someone’s story!
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 NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 
APPLICATION BY: GAME CHANGER CONSORTIUM (PTY) LTD
Notice is hereby given in terms of EIA Regulation 41(2) (c) of the Regulations, under 

the Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998)
Game Changer Consortium (Pty) Ltd has applied for a Prospecting Right for minerals 
Chrome ore and Platinum ore in terms of Section 16 of the Minerals and Petroleum 
Resources Development Act 28 of 2002 as amended. The project will be following the 
Basic Assessment Report procedures in terms of regulation 41(3)(b)(i) of the NEMA:EIA 
Regulation, 2014. The project will trigger Activity 20 of Listing Notice (LN) 1 of the EIA 
Regulations “Any activity including the operation of that activity which requires a Prospecting 
Right in terms of section 16 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, as 
well as any other applicable activity as contained in Listing Notice 3 of 2014, required to 
exercise the prospecting right.”. The application cover the following farms:
WHOLE FARM ROODEDAM 368 KQ (EXCEPT/EXCLUDING PART OF PORTION 3 AND 
PART OF PORTION 8)
DMRE REF: LP 30/5/1/1/2/15927PR
Located in the magisterial district of Waterberg (Thabazimbi). You can be involved in the 
Public Participation Process by:
- sending a fax, email or mail with your name, contact details and concerns/questions 
relating to    the project.
- Providing us with the names of additional people that can be contacted.
All correspondence be received within 30 days from receipt of these notice will be 
submitted to the Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE). All issues raised 
during the public participation process will responded to in writing to the Interested and 
Affected Parties (I&APs). I&AP include all parties concerned, who will be affected by the 
project and interested in the prospecting/exploration project.
CORRESPONDANCE MAY BE DIRECTED TO: VM Mafanele 
EMAIL: info@mafanelegeo-enviro.co.za or michaelmafanele@mafanelegeo-enviro.
co.za or Postnet Suite 210
 Private Bag x 5981
 Polokwane North 
 0750
OFFICE: 26 Thabo Street (AL Smit Building), Polokwane, Limpopo
FAX: 0865 444 911 | TEL: 015 230 0795 or 015 230 0274 | CEL: 072 395 9511 
DATE OF NOTICE:  31 January 2025

LEARN TO 
SAVE A LIFE! 
FIRST AID TRAINING 3-7 FEB

4 YOUNG 
LIVES 
LOST 
DAILY

Tragedy in 
Rooiberg: 

Police Sergeant’s 
Life Cut Short

Malebye Ben Molefe – sought by police for critical 
information regarding the tragic death of a Rooiberg 
police sergeant.

Thabazimbi – Emergencies can 
happen anytime, anywhere. Would you 
know what to do? Wilmed Emergency 
Services is offering a First Aid Level 3 
training course, fully accredited by the 
Department of Labour and HWSETA. 
This top-tier certification is valid for 
three years and equips participants 
with essential life-saving skills.
•	 Location: Thabazimbi (exact 

location to be confirmed closer to 
the date)

•	 Dates: 3 – 7 February 2025
•	 Open to individuals and groups – 

enrol now!

This is an invaluable opportunity to 
learn how to preserve life, stop a 
person from dying, and prevent further 
injury in critical situations. Whether 
you’re a concerned parent, teacher, 
community member, or workplace 
professional, these skills could make 
all the difference when seconds count.

For more information or to enrol:
071 764 3297 | 076 824 1178
chanteldmr@gmail.com

Don’t wait until it’s too late – be 
prepared, be confident, be a lifesaver!

SA – Every year, far too many young lives are lost 
on South Africa’s roads. According to data from the 
Road Accident Fund (RAF), an average of 1,288 
school-going children aged 5 to 19 lose their lives 
annually in road accidents. This alarming figure 
translates to approximately four fatalities every 
single day and over 100 deaths each month — 
a heartbreaking reality that demands immediate 
action from all road users.
From 2019 to 2023, 60% of these tragic 
fatalities involved children struck by vehicles as 
pedestrians. Another 36% were passengers, 
while 2% were cyclists, and 2% drivers. These 
numbers highlight the urgent need for road users 
to reflect on their behaviour and take responsibility 

for ensuring the safety of children on the roads.
“South African road users must stay alert. Your 
actions can profoundly impact human lives, 
particularly those of our future leaders,” says RAF 
chief executive officer, Collins Letsoalo. “Let us 
be a nation moved by the loss of human lives and 
injuries caused by motor vehicle accidents. After 
all, 88% of all road crashes are due to human 
factors.”
Motor vehicle accidents are often caused by 
preventable behaviours such as texting while 
driving, eating behind the wheel, or overtaking 
recklessly. Parents and guardians are urged to 
teach children proper road safety practices and to 
remain vigilant for reckless drivers. 

Rooiberg/ Koedoeskop – A devastating act of 
violence has shaken the Limpopo police force. 
Lieutenant general Thembi Hadebe, provincial 
commissioner of police in Limpopo, has expressed 
her shock and condemnation following the tragic 
killing of a 47-year-old police sergeant stationed at 
Rooiberg Police Station in the Waterberg District.
The sergeant, a dedicated officer and grandmother, 
was discovered lifeless in her home on the morning 
of Sunday, 26 January 2025, by her 6-year-old 
grandson. Her vehicle and boyfriend were missing, 
sparking an immediate investigation. Later that day, 
her vehicle was found abandoned 50 kilometres 
away on the Thabazimbi Road near Koedoeskop.
Colonel Malesela Ledwaba confirmed that the 
sergeant had returned home with her boyfriend the 
previous evening. While the motive for the crime 
remains unclear, domestic violence is a suspected 
factor.
Lieutenant General Hadebe has called for the full 
mobilisation of police resources to apprehend the 
suspect and bring justice to the grieving family. She 
extended her deepest condolences to the family, 
friends, and colleagues of the late sergeant.
The police are urgently seeking 43-year-old 
Malebye Ben Molefe, who may hold vital information 
related to the case. Community members with any 
details are encouraged to contact colonel Simon 
Mogale on 071 479 2329, the Crime Stop hotline on 
08600 10111, or submit tips via the MySAPSApp.

SEMENTSTENE, MAXI BLOKKE, 
PLAVEISEL - BEVEL (KLEUR OF GRYS), 

PLAVEISEL - INTERLOCKERS (KLEUR OF GRYS), 
KLEISTENE, SAND EN KLIP 

Thabazimbi kantoor 
083 296 2916

thaba@buffelbeton.co.za

Koedoeskop Kantoor
083 343 0781 

buffelbeton@thabanet.co.za 
Posbus 245 | Koedoeskop 0361
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Thabazimbi – The recent floods wreaked havoc 
across Thabazimbi, leaving roads battered and 
residents frustrated. While the community rallied 
together to assist those in need, the damage to 
infrastructure — particularly the roads — remains 
a pressing issue.
The Thabazimbi Local Municipality (TLM) has 
already begun repair efforts, but much work 
lies ahead. On Tuesday, 21 January 2025, TLM 
launched an urgent pothole patching operation 
following two weeks of relentless rain and flooding. 
The initiative is being bolstered by JC Havenga of 
Coastal Hire, who provided essential machinery, 
along with the dedicated efforts of Public Works 
Thabazimbi.
TLM expressed its sincere gratitude to JC Havenga 
for his generous contribution, which is helping to 
restore the roads and improve safety for motorists. 
However, drivers are urged to remain cautious, 
as repairs and maintenance will continue over 
the coming days. Work crews and detours may 
cause temporary disruptions, but these efforts are 
essential to ensuring safer travel for all.
In the meantime, residents have taken it upon 
themselves to warn fellow motorists of dangerous 
potholes. Some have resorted to creative makeshift 
warnings — like the one in 8ste Laan, where a tree 
adorned with red ribbon serves as a stark caution: 
“If your car passes through here, it might be the last 
place it goes through!” 
Elsewhere, in Berg Street, a single traffic cone 
stands as a lone sentry over a deep pothole, urging 
drivers to steer clear. 
Despite the challenges, progress is being made. 
While the road to recovery may be bumpy, the 
combined efforts of the municipality, businesses, 
and residents show that Thabazimbi’s spirit 
remains unshaken. Drive safely, stay vigilant, and 
let’s navigate this road to recovery together.

VALID: 27 Jan- 16 Feb 2025

Promotion only applicable to Buco stores listed on this advert and is valid from 27 Jan - 16 Feb 2025,
or while stocks last. Selected products might not be available at all stores and promotional stocks are limited.

BACK TO
THE GRIND WITH BUCO

FREE 260L

2999EACH
ECO WATER TANK
• 1355056
• 2000mm x 1550mm
• 2750L
• Green
• Available in other colours

999EACH
PLASCON POLVIN
1000487
• Interior/Exterior Matt
• 11m2 per coat per litre
• 10 year Quality Guarantee

CONDUIT SABS
1164148
• 20mm
• 4m

cementIN STOCK 15EACH
99

R14.99 EACH
FOR 25 + PIECES

ALWAYS 

AVAILABLE AT THESE STORES:
BRITS  TEL:  012 252 3203
LEPHALALE TEL: 014 763 1332
POTCHEFSTROOM  TEL:  018 280 0173

RUSTENBURG  TEL:  014 590 8400
THABAZIMBI TEL: 014 772 1407

One successfully patched section 
of road stands as a testament 
to the ongoing efforts to restore 
Thabazimbi’s infrastructure. A 
job well done! A newly patched 
road section stands as proof that 
repairs are underway.

A makeshift warning in 8ste 
Laan — an improvised 
‘Christmas tree’ of sorts, 
decorated with red linen, 
sends a clear message to 
motorists: Beware!

Thabazimbi’s Roads: 
A Rocky Ride to 
Recovery

A lonely traffic 
cone in Berg 
Street highlights 
the lurking danger 
of a massive 
pothole — drivers, 
take heed!
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Dr. said: ‘move if 
you can’t fix it!’

SA – Vehicle theft remains a critical issue 
in South Africa, with approximately 70,000 
vehicles stolen annually. This staggering figure 
highlights the ongoing challenge of combating 
vehicle-related crimes in the country.
The types of vehicles targeted vary widely, 
ranging from compact cars and luxury sedans 
to commercial trucks. The high demand for 
specific models, coupled with the lucrative 
resale market for parts, continues to fuel these 
criminal activities.
The 10 Most Stolen Vehicles in South Africa 
(2024)
1.	 Toyota Hilux
2.	 Volkswagen Polo
3.	 Toyota Fortuner
4.	 Ford Ranger
5.	 Nissan NP200
6.	 BMW 3 Series
7.	 Toyota Quantum
8.	 Mercedes-Benz C-Class
9.	 Toyota Corolla
10.	Hyundai i20
These vehicles are particularly popular targets 
due to their high value, widespread availability, 
and the persistent demand for their spare parts 
in both local and international markets.
Mike Bolhuis, specialist investigator in 
serious violent crimes, economic crimes, and 
cybercrimes, emphasises the importance of 
public awareness and preventive measures. 
“Owners of high-risk vehicles should take 
extra precautions, such as installing tracking 
devices, using secure parking facilities, and 
ensuring comprehensive insurance coverage,” 
he advises.
Mike Bolhuis, Specialist Investigators into 
Serious Violent, Serious Economic Crimes & 
Serious Cybercrimes press release extracts 

Thabazimbi – A long-standing nightmare for a family in Judith Street, Thabazimbi, has finally 
come to an end after more than a month of living with a sewage disaster in their yard. The incident 
began in mid-December 2024, when a manhole behind the family’s home started overflowing with 
foul-smelling sewage.
The house, which had been built over the manhole, saw the sewage spilling into the yard, 
creating a serious health hazard for the elderly couple and their son, who owns the property. 

The family, enduring this situation since 14 
December 2024, reached out to the Thabazimbi 
Local Municipality (TLM) multiple times. Despite 
repeated promises that they would send a team 
to investigate, the situation only worsened. As 
the days passed, the sewage continued to flow, 
creating an unbearable stench and unsanitary 
conditions.
The son fell ill due to the unhygienic conditions. 
“My son even had to go to the doctor because 
of this,” said his mother. In response, the doctor 
advised: “Move if you can’t fix it!”
Finally, after a month of distress, Thabazimbi 
Local Municipality arrived at the property last 
week and managed to fix the manhole, putting 
an end to the sewage spill. “Thank you, TLM!” 
the family exclaimed, relieved to finally have 
their yard back in a liveable state.

LOCAL
MUNICIPALITY

Alle korrespondensie moet gerig word aan die Munisipale Bestuurder
All correspondence must be directed to the Municipal Manager

Makwalo otlhe a lebiswe go Mookamedi wa Masepala

PLAASLIKE
MUNISIPALITEIT

MASEPALA
WA SELEGAE

PRIVATE BAG X530 
THABAZIMBI 

0380

Tel.: 014 772 2295 /  
Fax: 014 777 1531

www.thabazimbi.gov.za

ERRATUM 
Thabazimbi Local Municipality would like to make the following amendments on the job 

advertisement published on notice boards and in the Platinum Bushvelder newspaper issued 
on 23 January 2025. 

POSITION: DRIVER TO THE MAYOR (NOTICE NUMBER 03/2025)
QUALIFICATIONS: Grade 12 or equivalent. Must be a Registered Peace Officer. Advanced Driving 
Course will be an added advantage. Valid Driver’s License.
M CHUMA 
ACTING MUNICIPAL MANAGER

NOTICE OF THE APPLICATION FOR CONSENT OF THE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY IN TERMS OF CLAUSE 25(I) OF THE 
THABAZIMBI LAND USE SCHEME, 2014 READ WITH SECTION 16(3) OF THE THABAZIMBI LAND USE MANAGEMENT 
BY-LAW, 2015 TO PERMIT THE DEVELOPMENT OF RENEWABLE ENERGY STRUCTURES (PHOTOVOLTAIC SOLAR 

POWER PLANT) AND ANCILLARY LAND USES ON A FOOTPRINT OF ±300HA OF THE REMAINING EXTENT OF 
PORTION 1 OF THE FARM KOPJE ALLEEN, 422-KQ, LIMPOPO PROVINCE, SUBJECT TO SPECIFIC CONDITIONS 

I, Izel van Rooy from the firm Plan Wize Town and Regional Planners, being the authorized agent of the owner of the under-
mentioned property hereby give notice in terms of Clause 25(i) of the Thabazimbi Land Use Scheme, 2014 read with Section 
16(3) of the Thabazimbi Land Use Management By-Law, 2015, that I have applied to the Thabazimbi Municipality for a consent 
to permit the use of a portion (±300ha in extent) of the Remaining Extent of Portion 1 of the farm Kopje Alleen, 422-KQ, Limpopo 
Province for a “Special Use” to permit the development of Renewable Energy Structures (Photovoltaic Solar Power Plant) and 
ancillary land uses on a footprint of ±300ha.
The application and relevant documents are open for inspection at the offices of the Municipal Manager, Thabazimbi Municipality, 
7 Rietbok Street, Thabazimbi for a period of 30 days from 31 January 2025.
Objections to the applications must be lodged with or made in writing to the Municipal Manager, Thabazimbi Municipality at the 
above address or at Private Bag X530, Thabazimbi, 0380 within a period of 30 days from 31 January 2025. Dates of publication: 
31 January and 7 February 2025.
ADDRESS OF AGENT: PLAN WIZE TOWN AND REGIONAL PLANNERS, P.O. BOX 2445, THABAZIMBI, 0380, TEL: 
0824497626 EMAIL: izelvanr@gmail.com REF. NO. T0668B

KENNISGEWING VAN AANSOEK VIR DIE TOESTEMMING VAN DIE PLAASLIKE BESTUUR IN TERME VAN KLOUSULE 
25(I) VAN DIE THABAZIMBI GRONDGEBRUIKSKEMA, 2014 SAAMGELEES MET ARTIKEL 16(3) VAN DIE THABAZIMBI 

GRONDGEBRUIKBESTUUR VERORDENING, 2015 OM DIE ONTWIKKELING VAN HERNUBARE ENERGIE STRUKTURE 
(FOTOVOLTAÏSE SONKRAGSTASIE) EN AANVERWANTE GRONDGEBRUIKE OP ‘N VOETSPOOR VAN ±300HA VAN 
DIE RESTERENDE GEDEELTE VAN GEDEELTE 1 VAN DIE PLAAS KOPJE ALLEEN, 422-KQ, LIMPOPO PROVINSIE 

TOE TE LAAT, ONDERHEWIG AAN SPESIFIEKE VOORWAARDES
Ek, Izel van Rooy van die firma Plan Wize Stads-en Streekbeplanners, synde die gemagtigde agent van die eienaar van die 
ondergenoemde eiendom, gee hiermee ingevolge Klousule 25(i) van die Thabazimbi Grondgebruikskema, 2014, saamgelees 
met Artikel 16(3) van die Thabazimbi Grondgebruikbestuur Verordening, 2015 dat ek van voorneme is om aansoek te doen by 
die Thabazimbi Munisipaliteit vir toestemming om die gebruik van ‘n gedeelte (±300ha groot) van die Resterende Gedeelte van 
Gedeelte 1 van die Plaas Kopje Alleen, 422-KQ, Limpopo Provinsie vir ‘n “Spesiale Gebruik” vir die ontwikkeling van Hernubare 
Energie Strukture (Fotovoltaïse Sonkragstasie) en aanverwante grondgebruike op ‘n voetspoor van ±300ha, toe te laat.
Die aansoek en relevante dokumente lê ter insae gedurende gewone kantoorure by die kantoor van die Munisipale Bestuurder, 
Thabazimbi Munisipaliteit, 7 Rietbokstraat, Thabazimbi vir ‘n tydperk van 30 dae vanaf 31 Januarie 2025.
Besware teen of vertoë ten opsigte van die aansoeke moet binne ‘n tydperk van 30 dae vanaf 31 Januarie 2025 skriftelik by of tot 
die Munisipale Bestuurder, Thabazimbi Munisipaliteit, by bovermelde adres of by Privaatsak X530, Thabazimbi, 0380 ingedien 
of gerig word.
Datums van publikasie: 31 Januarie en 7 Februarie 2025.
ADRES VAN GEMAGTIGDE AGENT: PLAN WIZE STADS- EN STREEKBEPLANNERS, POSBUS 2445, THABAZIMBI, 0380, 
TEL NO. 082 449 7626, EPOS: izelvanr@gmail.com VERW. NR. T0668B.
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Alle korrespondensie moet gerig word aan die Munisipale Bestuurder
All correspondence must be directed to the Municipal Manager
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Thabazimbi 0380

Tel: (014) 772 2295  
Fax: (014) 777 1531

E-mail: info@thabazimbi.gov.za 
Web: www.thabazimbi.gov.za

COMPETITIVE 
BIDDING 
PROCESS

BID No Bid 
Description Evaluation criteria Contact 

Persons:  CIDB:   Compulsory 
Briefing

Document 
availability

date

Closing 
Date and 

Time
TECH/03/2023-24 REGOROGILE 

EXT 8 PAVING 
OF INTERNAL 
STREETS 
PHASE 1

1. Project Experiences- References (contactable) on similar projects: 
50 points

2. Personal Capacity & Resources relevant to the scope of work: 
20 points

3. Financial Viability: 15 points
4. Plant and Equipment : 15 points
5. 90/10

Specific goals: Max. 10 points
• BBEEE 5 Points • Youth: 2 Points. • HDI,s: 1 Points. • Women: 2 Points

Technical 
Enquires: 
S.Thompson: 
072 066 9724
061 518 9644

Procurement 
Enquires:
R. L Mogorosi: 
079 754 2788

7CE or 
Higher

Briefing will 
be held on 
07th February 
2025 at 
10h00 am 
Thabazimbi  
Municipal 
Council 
Chamber

12/02/2025 13/03/ 
2025@
12:00 pm

All quotations will be evaluated in terms of preferential points system as prescribed in the preferential procurement policy regulation of 2022.
Please note:
1.(a) Section 217 of the Constitution of the Republic of Republic of South Africa requires an organ of state to contract for goods and services in 
accordance with a system which is fair, equitable, transparent, competitive, and cost effective. (b) No bid (s) will be accepted from a person in the 
service of the state. (c) No telegraphic, telefax and late bids will be accepted. (d) The lowest bid/proposal will not be accepted, and the Municipality 
reserves the right to accept where applicable a part of portion of any bid or where possible accepts bids or proposal from multiple bidders. (e) 
Municipal Supply Chain Management policy and Preferential Procurement policy Framework Act No 5 of 2000 and its regulations (2022) will be 
applied.
2. To claim preference points for specific goals. A. locality –Where the tenderer is the owner of the property of the company, shall submit a Municipal 
rates and taxes registered in the name of the tenderer, where the tenderer is not the owner of the property of the company (A valid lease agreement 
or Affidavit from the property owner that the address used to claim points is being rented out to the tenderer) B. Youth, Women, Locality and HDIs – 
The bidders must submit ID documents for them to be able to claim points. Bidders who fail to submit the relevant documents will not get 20 points

All completed Bid documents to 
be submitted at: Thabazimbi Local 
Municipality; Tender Box; 7 RIETBOK 
STREET, Thabazimbi; 0380

Points
Price 90
Specific Goals 10
Mrs. MM Chuma
Acting Municipal Manager 
Date: 31 January 2025

The manhole behind the house in Judith 
Street spilt a relentless river of sewage into 
the family’s yard, creating a health hazard.

The family’s yard, covered in sewage, 
has been an unbearable and 
unsanitary nightmare for over a month.

SA’S MOST 
STOLEN 

VEHICLES IN 
2024

HELP Protect 
the Endangered 

Pangolin

If you’ve spotted one or witnessed suspicious 
activity, such as someone attempting to sell 
or trade it illegally, report it immediately.
Simply snap a photo of the animal, note 
its location, and send the details to the 
Pangolert number:  

072 726 4654
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POLL

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!
Do you believe animals have 
feelings similar to humans?

Many studies suggest animals experience emotions like joy, fear, and sadness. Observations of pets and 
wildlife often reveal behaviours linked to emotional responses. What’s your view?

Do you believe animals have feelings similar to humans?

HAVE YOUR SAY

Yes, animals have 
emotions. They clearly 
express them through 

behaviours like cringing 
in fear or showing 

playfulness when they 
receive attention. They 
also grieve the loss of 

loved ones, often losing 
their appetite or becoming 

inactive. Working with 
animals reveals that 

they possess a depth of 
emotion and soul that, 

at times, surpasses that 
of some people. Magda 
Stewart, Thabazimbi 

Yes, I believe animals have 
emotions similar to humans. 

Animals show behaviours that 
suggest they experience emotions 

like us. For example, dogs 
express joy through wagging tails 

and excitement when reunited 
with their owners, while elephants 
mourn the loss of herd members. 
Studies show that many animals 
have complex nervous systems 

and hormones like oxytocin, 
linked to emotions such as fear, 
happiness, and empathy. This 
highlights that animals, just like 

us, are capable of feeling. Karabo 
Phologa, Regorogile 

NO 11% YES 89%

Do you think artificial intelligence 
will improve our everyday lives?

Artificial intelligence (AI) is revolutionising 
industries, from healthcare and education to 
transportation, offering smarter solutions and 
efficiency. But concerns about job loss and ethical 
challenges remain. Is AI a tool for progress or a 
potential risk? Share your thoughts! 
Here’s how you can participate. Email us at news@
platinumbushvelder.co.za or WhatsApp your 
response to 081 579 7000. Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your pic 

alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response 

before 12:00 on Monday, 3 February 2025.
Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be 
featured in our next issue. Be a part of our 
community’s story! P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also 
voice your opinion on our Facebook post about this 
topic. Join the conversation!

Did you know?
Ever wondered why we get goosebumps? 
Goosebumps are an ancient survival reflex! 
When we feel cold, tiny muscles around our 
hair follicles contract, making hairs stand 
up. For our furry ancestors, this created 
an insulating layer of warmth. Emotionally, 
goosebumps 
are linked to 
the fight-or-
flight response. 
A surge of 
adrenaline can 
cause them 
when we feel 
awe, fear, or 
even hear 
powerful music. 

The Grief of Wisdom
12 I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in 
Jerusalem. 13 And I set my heart to seek and 
search out by wisdom concerning all that is done 
under heaven; this burdensome task God has 
given to the sons of man, by which they may be 
exercised. 14 I have seen all the works that are 
done under the sun; and indeed, all is vanity and 
grasping for the wind.
15 What is crooked cannot be made straight,
And what is lacking cannot be numbered.
16 I communed with my heart, saying, “Look, 
I have attained greatness, and have gained 
more wisdom than all who were before me in 
Jerusalem. My heart has understood great 
wisdom and knowledge.” 17 And I set my heart 
to know wisdom and to know 
madness and folly. I perceived 
that this also is grasping 
for the wind.
18 For in much 
wisdom is much 
grief,
And he who 
increases knowledge 
increases sorrow.
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SAPS

HOSPITALS AND CLINICS

CRISIS

SSSNAKESSS

BEE REMOVAL

VETS

PHARMACIES (THABAZIMBI)

Northam SAPS 014 784 4106 
079 890 0664

Thabazimbi SAPS 014 777 3500

Provincial Hospital 014 777 7000
Thabazimbi Clinic 014 777 1336 
Regorogile Clinic 014 772 3178
Amandelbult Hospital 014 784 2828
Medi Clinic Thabazimbi 014 777 2097

Wildmed Emergency Services 081 807 2693
082 426 3280
083 698 3401

Trauma Rescue 086 178 9911
Thabazimbi Fire & Rescue  
(Pierre Loots)

083 603 5678

Thabazimbi Fire en Rescue 
Beheerkamer   

063 512 4633

PPS - (Petrus) 079 897 5611 | (Christopher) 083 897 8431 
(Chandré) 071 874 1114
Thabazimbi Disaster Management 082 079 9335
Dinare Security 073 102 1597
Thabazimbi Fire Protection Association 
(TFPA)

078 252 4076

Waterberg District Fire Protection 
Officer (Henk Havenga) 

083 698 3401

Thabazimbi Traffic Department 083 687 1883
TLM Water Services 083 703 2805
TLM Rooiberg Satellite 082 658 3593
TLM Northam Satellite 082 658 4607
TLM Leeupoort Satellite 082 658 2477

Petrus Van Breda 079 897 5611 
Delport Botma  082 941 4137
Charles Jansen Van Vuuren 074 414 6138

Wendy 072 715 3709

EcoVet (available after hours as well) 083 488 7896
Kransberg Dierekliniek 066 214 5514

071 354 3208
064 518 3814

Medivet 014 772 3323
073 500 4818

Van Heerden Pharmacy 014 772 2241
Medhof Pharmacy  014 777 1288 

014 777 1287
064 932 2722

1st Choice Pharmacy 014 161 0336
Bosveld Pharmacy (Platinum Health)  014 133 0108

Pangolert 072 726 4654

WILDLIFE AND  
ENDANGERED ANIMALS
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Thabazimbi 
Vuurfees 2025:

Bigger, Bolder, and Better!

Thabazimbi – Get ready for an exciting, fun-filled 
weekend as the Thabazimbi Vuurfees festival returns on 
30-31 May 2025! After the success of last year’s event, 
the organisers are promising an even bigger and better 

festival this time around.
The festival will take place at the Thabazimbi 

Showgrounds, where attendees can expect a variety of 
exciting activities, live music performances, delicious 
food stalls, and informative demonstrations. Whether 

you’re looking to enjoy some great entertainment 
or learn something new, there will be something for 

everyone. See you there! 
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GUIDELINES 
FOR USING A 
FIREARM IN 
SELF-DEFENCE 
Understanding the law in 
South Africa 
 
Mike Bolhuis
Specialist Investigators into
Serious Violent, Serious Economic 
Crimes & Serious Cybercrimes
[press release extracts]

In South Africa, owning a firearm is a 
significant responsibility, particularly with 
the current climate of crime and security 
concerns. Many people carry firearms for 
protection, but it is crucial to understand 
when you are legally justified in using them. 
The law that governs firearm use in self-
defence is the Firearms Control Act 60 of 
2000, which outlines the rights and limitations 
of firearm owners. It is critical to understand 
that pointing a firearm – real or fake – at 
someone can be considered a criminal 
offence if done without appropriate cause, 
such as in self-defence against a credible 
threat.
 
WHEN AND WHEN NOT TO USE YOUR 
FIREARM
•	 In South Africa, you are allowed to use a 

firearm for self-defence in cases where 
your life, or the life of someone else, is 
under immediate threat.

•	 The Firearms Control Act and principles 
of Section 49 of the Criminal Procedure 
Act further specify the concept of 
“proportionality” in using force, stating that 
the force used must be reasonable and in 
direct response to the threat at hand.

 
SCENARIOS ILLUSTRATING WHEN 
USING A FIREARM IS JUSTIFIED AND 
WHEN IT IS NOT
•	 If an armed intruder enters your home and 

poses a direct threat to you or your family, 
using a firearm in self-defence could be 
lawful. The immediate risk of death or 
severe injury justifies the action under self-
defence principles.

•	 During an attempted hijacking where the 
attacker is visibly armed and showing intent 
to harm you or forcefully take your vehicle, 
firearm use is generally considered within 
legal boundaries, especially if you are 

cornered or unable to escape safely.
•	 If someone makes threatening gestures 

but is unarmed and at a distance, using 
a firearm would likely be considered 
excessive. The law requires that the 
perceived threat be imminent and likely to 
cause severe harm.

•	 If you are involved in an argument where 
no physical threat exists, drawing or 
firing a firearm is illegal. Arguments or 
disagreements, no matter how heated, do 
not justify using deadly force.

•	 If you witness an individual being attacked 
and can confirm the attacker is armed or 
is likely to cause serious harm, you may 
intervene with a firearm. However, this is 
risky and should only be done if you are 
certain of the threat level and unable to 
seek help in time.

•	 Using a fake firearm for self-defence may 
be interpreted as intimidation or even as a 
form of crimen injuria (a legal term used in 
some jurisdictions, including South Africa, 
referring to the unlawful and intentional 
impairment of someone›s dignity). This is 
because it involves the intent to deceive 
or threaten another person, which could 
have legal repercussions depending on 
the circumstances. If an assailant realises 
the weapon is fake, it could escalate the 
situation and potentially lead to charges 
against the person using the fake firearm.

 
SELF-DEFENSE USE
If you find yourself in a situation where you 
have used your firearm in self-defence, it 
is vital to follow these steps to protect your 
rights and comply with the law:
•	 Stay calm and secure the scene if possible.
•	 Secure your firearm safely and ensure the 

immediate area is safe.
•	 Do not tamper with evidence.
•	 Contact the SAPS immediately or as soon 

as you feel safe to do so.
•	 Co-operate fully with the officers on the 

scene.
•	 Give your statement, factually, detailing 

the events as they occurred.
•	 Seek legal assistance by contacting a 

qualified professional experienced in 
firearm laws and self-defence cases. 
Having legal representation will help you 
navigate investigations that may follow.

•	 Be prepared for a full investigation by 
the SAPS, who will conduct an extensive 
investigation to determine if your actions 
were legally justified.

•	 They may collect evidence, take witness 
statements, and review your firearm 
license.

•	 Comply with further legal procedures, for 
example, when the SAPS requires your 
firearm for ballistic analysis.

•	 Co-operate and provide the documentation 
requested.

•	 Expect a thorough process as SAPS and 
the courts evaluate your actions within the 
legal framework of self-defence.

 
UNDERSTANDING YOUR RIGHTS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES
•	 Firearm owners must take every step to 

understand their rights and responsibilities 
under the Firearms Control Act.

•	 Exercising caution, remaining aware of 
your surroundings, and recognising when 
and how to use force is essential.

 
For more information or questions 
regarding firearm regulations and self-
defence laws in South Africa, 
feel free to contact Specialised Security 
Services. Our team is here to support 
the public in maintaining safety while 
respecting the legal boundaries that come 
with firearm ownership.

Thabazimbi – The roar of engines, the open road, and a mission that could change lives — 
this is what defines the 2025 Ride for a Child charity motorbike ride. Organised by Pediatric 
Care Africa, this 7,000km journey around South Africa isn’t just about the thrill of the ride; 
it’s about ensuring that underprivileged children get the medical care they desperately 
need.
Now in its sixth year, the Ride for a Child event, led by Pediatric Care Africa’s founder, Dr. 
J. André Hattingh, will take riders on a 22-day adventure from 9 February to 2 March 2025. 

Doctors for children: a lifeline on two wheels
This year’s ride aims to recruit volunteer General Practitioners (GPs) in every town along 
the route as part of the Doctors for Children initiative. Each participating GP will be asked 
to assist at least two children per year on a pro bono basis, providing crucial diagnoses and 
prescriptions. Pediatric Care Africa will cover the cost of medication, lab tests, and X-rays, 
ensuring that financial barriers don’t stand in the way of a child’s health.
With over 300 additional children expected to benefit from this initiative annually, the 
impact of this ride extends far beyond the kilometres travelled. It’s a call to action for every 
motorcycle club and rider to help connect doctors with children in need.

Thabazimbi joins the ride
On 20 February 2025, the Ride for a Child team will arrive in Thabazimbi 
after traveling to Beitbridge, the most northern point of their route. 
This stop is an opportunity for local bikers, businesses, and 
community members to rally behind the cause. 
Riders from Thabazimbi are encouraged to join the ride to 
Rustenburg the next day or help spread the word about the 
Doctors for Children initiative by connecting Pediatric Care 
Africa with local medical professionals.

How you can get involved
Motorcycle clubs, groups, and individual riders are encouraged to take part by:
•	 Speaking to local doctors and introducing them to the Doctors for Children initiative.
•	 Organising fundraising events along the route to support Pediatric Care Africa’s efforts.
•	 Sponsoring Dr. Hattingh per kilometre travelled (R1, R2, or R5 per km) or making a 

one-time donation.
•	 Joining the ride for a stretch and securing their own sponsorships to contribute to the 

cause.
Companies are also invited to sponsor Dr. Hattingh’s journey, ensuring that more children 
receive life-saving surgeries, medical treatments, and essential baby food.

A ride that changes lives
Over the years, Ride for a Child has enabled Pediatric Care Africa to provide dozens 
of children with life-changing surgeries, distribute hundreds of wheelchairs and medical 
equipment, and establish a world-class paediatric surgical and burns ward. This is the 
power of the biking community in action — compassion on two wheels.
By the time Dr. Hattingh reaches Upington on this year’s ride, he will have ridden the 

equivalent of the Earth’s circumference — 40,075km — 
all in the name of helping South Africa’s children. By the 
end of the sixth ride, that number will rise to an incredible 
42,000km.

Join the ride, be the change
Guest riders are welcome to 
join at any point along the 
route, and all participants 
qualify to purchase a 2025 
Ride for a Child badge as 
proof of their contribution to 
this noble cause.
For those who can’t ride but 
still want to help, donations 
and sponsorships can be 
arranged through Pediatric 
Care Africa’s website: www.
pediatriccareafrica.org or 
by contacting their office at 

076 229 5663.
This February, as 
the engines start and 
the wheels roll, let’s 
remember: Doctors 
save lives, but money 
makes it possible. Every 
child deserves access 
to quality medical care, 
and with the support of 
the biking community, 
we can make that a 
reality.

7,000km of Hope for South Africa’s Children
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‘n Hartlike 
Dankie uit 

Ons Winkel 

HOME, 
HEART, AND 

HOPE
Thabazimbi 

rallies behind 
shelter kids

Boogskiet-
ster tref 
die kol

Game 
On! 

Rhinos vs. 
Impala 

– 
The Season 

Begins!
Setaria – Mark your calendar! The Northam 
Platinum Rhinos are kicking off their 2025 
season with an electrifying friendly match 
against the Impala Rugby Club on Saturday, 8 
February 2025. The action takes place on home 
turf, promising an unforgettable showdown.
Assistant coach Flip de Kock shared his 
excitement for the year ahead: “This season 
holds great promise. We’re ready to give it our 
all, and we’d love to see our fans in full force!”
Gather your friends and family, and come cheer 
for the Rhinos as they charge forward into what’s 
sure to be a thrilling 2025. For more information, 
contact Flip de Kock on 076 791 4659. See you 
there!

Thabazimbi – How do you say thank you for a 
miracle? Beverley Spira Kühn, board member 
of the Thabazimbi Homeless Shelter, is 
overwhelmed with gratitude for the outpouring 
of community support that has given ten 
shelter children the opportunity to attend 
school and daycare.
“We cannot express enough thanks to every 
single person who made it possible for our 
kids to go to school. Hoërskool Frikkie Meyer, 
Laerskool Thabazimbi, Spitskop Special 
Needs School, and Wippie en Snippie – thank 
you for welcoming our children with open 
arms. Your kindness and assistance mean 
the world to us. To show our appreciation, 
the parents have promised to lend a hand at 
school events as a way of paying it forward.”
Community spirit has shone brightly in 
Thabazimbi, with many individuals stepping 
forward to help. “A special thank you to Danie 
and Karin from the Voortrekkers for visiting 
us and helping our kids join your incredible 
group. What an honour! To the wonderful 
people of Matlabas and every person 
who, without seeking recognition, bought 
essentials like T-shirts, school socks, and 
shoes – your generosity has left us in awe. 
The cost of schooling is far greater than we 
ever imagined, and your kindness has made 
a real difference.”
Beverley shares that the children are thriving. 
“All ten of them are excited to be in school 
and are determined to do their best. We are 
privileged to be part of this community – it’s 
not always easy, but we wouldn’t change it 
for the world. Working for God is an incredible 
honour, and we witness miracles every day. 
May you all be blessed for your support.”
Thabazimbi has shown what it truly means 
to be a community. Through the kindness of 
strangers and the dedication of those who 
care, ten children have been given a chance 
at a brighter future – a future built on love, 
inclusion, and unwavering support. 

Thabazimbi – In ‘n tyd waar gemeenskap en 
samewerking ‘n verskil maak, wil Ons Winkel 
Thabazimbi ‘n opregte woord van dank uitspreek 
aan elke skenker en koper wat daagliks bydra tot 
hul voortbestaan.
“Dankie aan ons lojale kliënte wat ons ondersteun 
– julle is die rede waarom ons deure oop bly,” sê 
eienaar Ancia Sieberhagen. “Aan ons skenkers, 
julle vrygewigheid maak dit moontlik om ‘n 
verskil te maak. En aan ons kopers, deur julle 
aankope help ons soveel mense met die fondse 
wat ons insamel.”
Met die nuwe jaar voor die deur, spreek Ons 
Winkel Thabazimbi die wens uit dat 2025 ‘n 
geseënde jaar sal wees vir die hele Thabazimbi-
gemeenskap.

Thabazimbi – Mardus Ras, ‘n talentvolle 
boogskut en leerder van Hoërskool Frikkie 
Meyer, is op Saterdag 25 Januarie 2025 
tydens die Limpopo Sports Awards as die 
provinsie se “Newcomer van die Jaar” 
aangewys.
Hierdie gesogte toekenning is ‘n erkenning 
van sy uitsonderlike prestasies en toewyding 
aan boogskiet – ‘n sport waarin Ras sy 
merk gemaak het met presisie, fokus en 
deursettingsvermoë.
Baie geluk aan hierdie jong ster! Die 
gemeenskap sien uit na nog vele hoogtepunte 
in sy boogskietloopbaan.

Rugga nuus 

United Rugby 
Championship

UITSLAE
Vrydag 24 Januarie

•	 Ospreys 43-0 
Benetton

Saterdag 25 Januarie
•	 Dragons 19-38 

Munster
•	 Cardiff 22-42 

Sharks
•	 Leinster 36-12 

Stormers
•	 Scarlets 30-24 

Edinburgh
•	 Lions 22-35 Bulls

Sondag 26 Januarie
•	 Ulster 14-15 

Zebre
•	 Glasgow Warriors 

22-19 Connacht
Die URC word weer hervat 
op 8 Februarie 2025.

HSBC SVNS Perth

Ai ou grote... Die 
Blitse kan darem 
blitsig kanse verspeel. 
Goeie ruggas is gespeel 
en met goeie oorwinnings 
oor Fidji en die Aussies in 
die groep fases, kwalifi-
seer hulle vir die semi-fi-
naal. En daar gaan staan 
hulle en verloor teen die 

Aussies! Met die uitspeel 
vir derde of vierde plek 
verloor hulle teen Spanje!
Argentinië klop die Aussies 
41-5 in die finaal.

2025 Six Nations

BEPALINGS
Vrydag 31 Januarie

•	 Frankryk 22:15 
Wallis

Saterdag 1 Februarie
•	 Skotland 16:15 

Italië
•	 Ierland 18:45 

Engeland

Nag ou grote...

Mardus Ras, Hoërskool Frikkie Meyer se boogskut, straal met sy 
toekenning as Limpopo se “Newcomer van die Jaar.”

WANT TO PLACE AN ADVERT?

CALL 014 592 3257

Thabazimbi – There is a special plea to 
the community of Thabazimbi to support 
Thabazimbi Animal Rescue (TAR), your local 
animal shelter. 
TAR needs donations of food. The facility is 
filled with animals that need your 
help. Please assist TAR to feed 
the animals in their care. Without 
donations they will not be able to 
feed, home and medically treat the 
animals. 
The community has proven time 
and again how they can stand 
together and support this worthy 
cause and this time is no exception.
For more information, please 
contact TAR on 084 885 6487.

TAR really needs your help
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Cocoa polyphenol 
is known to trigger 

the release of 
feel-good chemicals 

in the brain.

Pineapple can help 
reduce stress and 

promote a sense of 
happiness with its 

natural antioxidants.

Pumpkin seeds are 
high in magnesium, 

which may help 
ease anxiety.

Rich in omega-3s, 
walnuts can help 

improve cognitive 
function and mood.

Packed with potassium 
and vitamin B6, 

bananas are a natural 
mood enhancer.

Salmon is 
rich in omega-3 
fatty acids that 
can help with 
inflammation.

Leafy greens 
are packed with 
folate that helps 

to regulate 
your mood.

Green tea 
contains L-theanine, 

which promotes 
relaxation. It also 

provides an energy 
boost without 

the jitters!

Page 7

WITH CARD

SAVE R10

5999
500g

Früzo Frozen
Pineapple Chunks

2999
1l

ButtaNutt
Alternative Milk Range 

All Variants Each

5999
250g
each

ButtaNutt
Nut Butter 
All Variants

3999
750g

Clover Authentikos 
Greek Style Plain

Double Cream Yoghurt

2199
1l

Parmalat EasyGest UHT 
Lactose Free Full Cream/

Low Fat Milk Each

5g
protein 

per 
serving

WITH CARD

2 x Nairn’s
Biscuit Range

SAVE
15%

BUY ANY 2 &ANY 2 &

WITH CARD

SAVE R5

3499
500g

Simple Truth
Chickpeas

WITH CARD

ANY 2 FOR

R34
2 x 6x100g Clover
Nolac Lactose Free 
Yoghurt All Variants

3499
100g
bag

Padkos
Raw Walnuts 

WITH CARD

SAVE R10

6999
18 per pack

Simple Truth Large Free-Range 
Eggs (Not Available in Northern 

Cape & Free State)

WITH CARD

SAVE R5

8499
300g

Simple Truth
Pumpkin Seeds

WITH CARD

The Artisan Baker Frozen Sliced 
Plain/Rye/Olive & Rosemary/Seed 

Sourdough Bread Each

SAVE R10

2199
20 per pack

Forage and Feast
Green/Lemon & Green 

Tagless Teabags 

Free to roam outdoors

Fed a diet of grains & 
pulses

Locally sourced

WITH CARD

2 x 320g/600g pack 
Cut Pineapple Cubes

SAVE 
R10

BUY ANY 2 &

WITH CARD

2 x Health
Connection
Wholefoods

Product Range

SAVE
15%

BUY ANY 2 &

PPPPPPP

S
1
S

WITH CARD

100g Forage and Feast Vacuum 
Sealed Smoked Snoek/Kippers/

Mackerel/Gravadlax/Trout/Salmon 
Ribbons/200g Cape Point Smoked 

Mackerel/Kipper/Snoek Fillets Each

SAVE 15%
BUY ANY 1 &
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